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Commissioner for Patents 
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December 20, 2004 



Sir: 



Applicants direct the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office to the documents listed 
on the attached Form PTO-1449. A copy of each listed document is attached, including a 
European Search Report. 

No fee is required in connection with this Information Disclosure Statement because it is 
being submitted prior to the issuance of a first official action on the merits or expiration of the 
three month period following the filing date or the entry of the national stage of the above- 
captioned application. 

The undersigned hereby certifies that each item of information contained in this statement 
was first cited in a communication ftom a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 
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Information Disclosure Statement under 1.97(b) 
Attorney Docket No. 032027 
Serial No. 10/726,525 

The above information is presented so that the Patent and Trademark Office can 
determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. Applicants respectfully request that 
the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application and that the 
documents cited in the attached Form PTO-1449 be made of record therein and appear on the 
first page of any patent to issue therefrom. 

If there are any fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, please charge Deposit 
Account No. 50-2866 . 




Attomey for Applicants 
Registration No. 29,988 
Telephone: (202) 822-1100 
Facsimile: (202) 822-1111 

WFW/meu 

Enclosures: PTO Form 1 449 

(1) Reference enclosed 

( 2 ) References listed only 

Search Report dated September 28, 2004 
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INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 





Atty. Docket No. 032027 



Serial No. 10/726,525 



Applicant(s): Koichi KITADEetal. 



Filing Date: December 4, 2003 



Group Art Unit: 3751 



DEC 2 0 2004 



1 ^ .<>.v 
Exam^r 




Document No. 


Name 


Date 


Class 


Subclass 


Filing Date 
(If appropriate) 






4,884,767 


Shibata 


12/5/89 












5,150,863 


Hozumi 


9/29/92 

























































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initial 




Document No. 


Date 


Country 


Translation 
(Yes or No) 






DE 298 20 581 U1 


12/23/99 


Germany 


Yes-Abstract 































































OTHER DOCUMENTS 







European Search Report dated September 28, 2004. 


Examiner 




Date Considered 
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